
 

PEOPLE’S HOLLYWOOD 
LESSON #1 SCRIPTWRITING:  

(11) POINT PLOT BREAKDOWN  
 

1. LOG LINE / PREMISE:  A summary of the action which drives your plot.  It defines the 
protagonist’s want/need and the three major reversals.  The inciting incident that launches the 
plot; the first act turning point that launches Act II; and the midpoint crisis which is the greatest 
complication the protagonist will face. 

 
2. INCITING INCIDENT / POINT OF ATTACK:  The event that disrupts the ordinary world of the 

protagonist, causing a problem that prompts the protagonist to change and take action. Usually 
takes place between pages 10-15 in a feature.  

 
3. PROTAGONIST:  The main character who is usually living an uninspired or safe llife or stuck in a 

rut.    She / He becomes committed to achieving a certain objective in order to deal with the 
problem.  The protagonist undergoes the greatest change of all the characters by the end of the 
story – having new understanding and confidence and  / or a reversal of fortune.  
  

4. OBJECTIVE:  The protagonist’s goal.  A need, want or desire so intense that it prompts the 
protagonist to action.    It might be to save or protect something threatened by the problem. 

 
5. OBSTACLE:  Any factor that opposes or impedes the protagonist from fulfilling the objective.  

Obstacles can take the form of antagonists, physical obstructions (including the forces of nature), 
and the character’s own internal conflict and emotional issues.  
 

6. CONFLICT:  The protagonist struggles against obstacles to fulfill the objective.  Man vs. Man; 
Man vs. Himself; Man vs. Nature; and Man vs. Machine. 

 
7. FIRST ACT TURNING POINT:  A reversal that turns the protagonist and the story in a different, 

unexpected direction. It increases the conflict and forces the protagonist to figure out what new 
action to take.   Usually happens between pages 25-30 in a 90 minute feature. 

 
8. MIDPOINT CRISIS:   The biggest reversal of fortune for the protagonist, creating the greatest 

complication or threat in the plot.  It is a moment of truth, defeat, or peril which goads the 
protagonist into extreme action.  Usually happens between pages 50-60 in 90 minute feature. 

 
9. CLIMAX:  The pinnacle of the story when all opposing forces clash and the final outcome of the 

problem is determined.  It answers the ultimate question—will the protagonist succeed or fail in 
the pursuit of the objective? 

 
10. RESOLUTION:  What happens after the protagonist comes down from the climax or most 

dramatic change.   This is when the fate of the protagonist and what was the ordinary world is 
clearly understood. 

 
11. THEME:  The writer’s understanding of what the story means; the message the writer wants the 

audience to be left with.   To write with a theme in mind helps the writer knowingly shape the 
protagonist’s goals and the conflict faced.   The theme should not be told to an audience, but 
rather should emerge through the actions, thoughts and feelings naturally expressed by the 
characters.   
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